


1. How Do I Create a Balanced College List?

2. What are the Different Types of Applications?

3. How Do I Fill Out these Applications?

4. What are my Admissions Options?

5. How Do I Save Money Throughout the College 

Application Process?



CREATING
A BALANCED COLLEGE LIST

Reach. Match. Safety.



What Do I Look for in a College?
1. Majors & Degrees Available

2. Location
3. Cost & Financial Aid Opportunities

4. Admissions Rate & Criteria
5. Graduation Rate

6. Class Sizes
7. Internships & Hands-on Opportunities

8. Campus Facilities
9. Academic & Career Support Resources

10. Job Placement Rates



CollegeData.Com

http://www.collegedata.com/cs/search/college/college_search_tmpl.jhtml
http://www.collegedata.com/cs/search/college/college_search_tmpl.jhtml


How Do I Create a Balanced List?
Your list should be diverse in at least these three ways:

SELECTIVITY                   
It’s important to have a   

variety of schools in your 
college list. Applying only to 

safety schools means you may 
not be exploring your full 

potential & applying only to 
highly selective schools leaves 

you without any backup 
options.

TYPE OF SCHOOL        
There are a few different 

categories to consider when 
creating a balanced college 

list. While you should 
definitely focus specifically 
on what you look for in a 

college, make sure to keep 
your options open. Look for 

variety.

REGION                            
You may be certain that you 

want to stay close to home. You 
may be certain that you want to 
go out-of-state. In either case, 

it is important to apply to a 
couple of schools in a different 

region. Things may change 
during your senior year so once 

again, make sure to keep all 
your options open. 



Selectivity
Safety Target Reach

You are confident that you 
will be accepted because 

your test scores, grades, and 
activities fall above their 
50th percentile/greatly 

exceed their average. (3-4)

These schools are a great 
match for you. Your test 

scores, grades, and activities 
fall at least within the 50th 

percentile. 
(3-5)

These schools are highly 
selective. Your test scores, 

grades, and activities fall below 
the average/50th percentile. 

Some schools are so competitive, 
they are considered reach 

schools regardless of grades and 
test scores. Each year they are 
forced to deny students with 

perfect academics. (3-4)



Type of School

Public Private

- Funded by state 
governments
- Tend to be big, 
sometimes huge

- Funded by 
tuitions & private 
contributions
- Tend to be 
smaller

Liberal arts Research-
based

- Tend to be small
- Low 
student-to-faculty 
ratio
- Focus on 
well-rounded 
education

- Dedication to 
education & 
producing 
knowledge 
through 
professor’s 
research
- Courses offered 
in both large 
lectures & small 
seminars

Big Small

- Over 15,000 - Less than 5,000

College University

- Typically only 
offer 
undergraduate 
degrees

- Typically offer 
both graduate 
(med/law school) 
& undergraduate 
programs



Region



TYPES OF 
APPLICATIONS
Common App. Coalition. Universal App. State Apps.



The Common 
Application

It is the oldest and most well-known 
of the application providers. It is 
accepted by more than 600 colleges 
and universities.

https://apply.commonapp.org

https://apply.commonapp.org
https://apply.commonapp.org
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The Coalition for 
Access, 

Affordability, & 
Success

It is the newest application service 
provider, launching its first application in 
2016. Its more than 90 member 
institutions must meet affordable tuition 
requirements, have a six-year graduation 
rate of 70 percent or higher, and provide 
need-based financial aid. 

https://www.mycoalition.org/app#/home/
overview

https://www.mycoalition.org/app#/home/overview
https://www.mycoalition.org/app#/home/overview
https://www.mycoalition.org/app#/home/overview
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The Universal 
College 

Application
It is similar to the Common Application. 
Colleges using the service do not have to 
require essays or letters of 
recommendation. It has about 30 member 
colleges.

https://uca.applywithus.com/apply

https://uca.applywithus.com/apply
https://uca.applywithus.com/apply
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State-Based 
Applications

They are hosted by some public state 
university systems to allow students to 
apply to multiple campuses within the 
system.

https://admissionservices.rutgers.edu/ugr
ad/

https://admissionservices.rutgers.edu/ugrad/
https://admissionservices.rutgers.edu/ugrad/
https://admissionservices.rutgers.edu/ugrad/
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THE APPLICATION 

EXPLAINED



Personal Info Education Extracurricular 
Activities

Letters of 
Recommendation

Essays

Contact 
Information

Transcripts/GPA Educational Prep 
Programs

Academic Personal 
Statement

Demographics Test Scores Volunteer/
Community 
Service

Counselor Supplements

Family Education Awards & 
Honors

Work Experience Other Other

Financial 
Information

Academic 
Interests/Major

Other 
Extracurriculars



ADMISSIONS 
OPTIONS

Early 
Decision

Early 
Action

Regular 
Decision



Early Decision
Early decision plans are BINDING — a student who is accepted as an ED applicant must attend the college.

- Apply early (usually in November) to first-choice college.
- Receive an admission decision from the college well in advance of the usual notification date (usually 

by December).
- Agree to attend the college if accepted and offered a financial aid package that is considered  adequate 

by the family.
- Apply to only one college early decision.
- Apply to other colleges under regular admission plans.
- Withdraw all other applications if accepted by ED.
- Send a nonrefundable deposit well in advance of May 1.



Early Action
Early action plans are NONBINDING — students receive an early response to their application but do not 
have to commit to the college until the normal reply date of May 1. 

- Apply early.
- Receive an admission decision early in the admission cycle (usually in January or February).
- Consider acceptance offer; do not have to commit upon receipt.
- Apply to other colleges under regular admission plans.
- Give the college a decision no later than the May 1 national response date.



Benefits & Drawbacks of Early Admissions
Benefits:

- Reduced waiting time
- Saved time and expense of 

submitting multiple applications
- In some cases, there are slightly 

higher admission rates for ED 
applicants.

- Applications can be deferred & 
considered for RD.

Drawbacks:

- Additional pressure to decide 
early

- Inability to compare financial aid 
packages

- Time crunch for other 
applications

- Senioritis



Regular Decision
Most applicants apply through Regular Decision.

- Deadlines vary from institution to institution. 
- There will be different deadlines for financial aid and other requirements.
- You are required to make your final college choice by May 1.



SAVING MONEY ON THE 
COLLEGE APPLICATION 

PROCESS



College Application Fees

Fee waivers are provided by:
- the Common App if you qualify for free/reduced 

lunch
- College Board if you qualified for SAT fee waivers
- NACAC if you meet their economic need 

indicators
- Questbridge finalists receive fee waivers for their 

36 partner colleges
- Certain schools provide school specific fee waivers
- Guidance Counselors



Thanks!
Any questions?

Contact us at thecollegecrashcourse@gmail.com


